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Beauty and the Beast

by Warren Graves

Synopsis

This adaptation of a classic is a favourite among many theatrical companies in Canada.
The new version of the fairy tale, by Warren Graves, transforms the fable so that it can
be more easily staged theatrically.

The main action revolves around a merchant Blotti who recently lost his fortune and is
unwilling to return home to his daughters without gifts. He mistakenly wanders into the
castle of the Beast, and ; the Beast promises him wealth if he sends his youngest
daughter Beauty to the castle.

The play has humorous moments; such as when Beauty’s sisters argue about the ball.
It has moments of bravery; for example when Manello challenges the Beast. What truly
stands out is the magical goodness of Beauty’s love for the Beast and that she is able
to look beyond his grotesque appearance to see a prince.




Note:

Remind students that they will see a different “version” from the Disney story of
Beauty and the Beast. Since it has been adapted (the process of making something
suitable for a new purpose) for the stage, only certain highlights of the original story
will be presented.

During the performance: Ask students to think about why the playwright selected
the specific highlights of the original story for this production.

Background to the story of Beauty and the Beast?

The story of Beauty and the Beast has been around for
centuries in both written and oral form, and more recently in film
and video. Many experts trace similarities back to the stories of
Cupid and Psyche, and Oedipus of the second century A.D.
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The tale of Beauty and the Beast was first collected in Gianfranceso Straparola's
The Nights of Straparola in 1550-53. Charles Perrault popularized the fairy tale with
his collection Tales of Mother Goose in 1697.

The first truly similar tale to the one we know today was published in 1740 by
Madame Gabrielle-Suzanne Barbot de Gallon de Villeneuve as part of a collection
of stories told by an old woman during a long sea voyage. Mme. de Villeneuve
wrote fairy tale romances drawn from earlier folk tales for the entertainment of her
salon friends.

This is pretty well the version we consider traditional today. Moving into this century
we have been treated to the Disney cartoon adaptation.

The stage version of Beauty and the Beast that you will be
seeing was written by Warren Graves.

He is a playwright/screenwriter/actor/director born in London,
England 5 February 1933, died in Lethbridge, Alberta
February 2008. Graves moved with his wife and two children
to Calgary, Alberta in 1964, and then to Edmonton where he
worked as an assistant clerk at the Alberta Legislature. He
became a prominent theatre artist and administrator with
Walterdale Playhouse before quitting his government job to
become a self-employed writer in 1974.
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Beauty and the Beast in Other Cultures

The story of Beauty and the Beast appears in many other cultures
in different forms. There are approximately 179 tales from different
countries with a similar theme to Beauty and the Beast. There are
usually three daughters, the youngest being the most kind and
pure, and her sisters displaying some of the undesirable traits of
humankind.

Although the Beast takes on many guises (serpent, dog, even pig)
he is never appealing in appearance but is rich, powerful and has
magical powers. At one point the Beauty is separated from her
Beast, and at that time he becomes ill. Beauty’s remorse, saves
the Beast causes his transformation into a handsome man.

To the Greeks and Romans the rose was a symbol of
pleasure associated with extravagance and
luxuriousness. It is considered the flower of romance
that ‘blushes with the warmth of worldly delights.’ It is
often asked if the father is really dying or is he dying for
the love of his Beauty who is now devoted to the
Beast?

Whatever the version, the basic values that the story conveys are
similar. The story regarding human values, runs deeper than the
simple facts and so the tale remains timeless.

Dramatization:
We all have the potential to be beautiful or beastly; so how would
you portray a character who has an inner ‘monster’ or inner beauty?

Did you know...
Beauty and the Beast translated into French is La Belle et La Bete

The original text of Beauty and the Beast may be found at:
http://www.fullbooks.com/Beauty-and-the-Beast.htm|
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Variations of Beauty and the Beast

From Russia, The Enchanted Tsarevitch was included in a collection of
folk tales by Aleksander Nikolaevich Afanas’ev between 1855 and 1864.
The father in recompense for picking the exotic flower he agrees to send
the Beast the first thing he sees on arriving home, which turns out to be
his youngest daughter. The Beast is a three headed, winged snake for
whom Beauty eventually feels compassion. Upon returning and kissing
him, he turns into a "good youth."

In the Chinese The Fairy Serpent the beast is a snake
and the father unwittingly steals a few flowers for his
daughters. The father is only released when he promises
that his youngest daughter will return to marry the serpent.
She is selfless enough to go to the serpent and eventually
grows to like him despite his appearance. Leaving for a
few hours she returns to find the serpent dying of thirst;
plunging him into water to save his life she is amazed at his
transformation into a strong and handsome young man.

In the Turkish The Princess and the Pig, the father is a king who
manages to find gifts for the elder sisters, but fails to find a gift
for his youngest daughter, in this case fruit. However, he meets
the Beast, a pig, when his carriage is stuck in mud. The pig is

e the only one able to set him loose, but only after extracting the
"o promise that he be given the king’s youngest daughter as his
4

- bride. The youngest daughter, who in her goodness accepts the
lowly circumstances she is forced into with the pig. During her
sleep her surroundings are transformed into incredible luxury
and the pig into a handsome young man.

Did you know... that there are other examples that end tragically
where the Beauty rejects her Beast. For example in the Lithuanian
Egle, Queen of Snakes, and the French The Ram.

Dramatization: Be Creative!

How would you act out one of the above variations of the story of Beauty
and the Beast?




Pre - Show Activities

Writing Activities

Journal Response:. Students complete the prompts below with their
own thoughts, feelings and personal experiences.

Primary/Junior Levels

1. A time | felt afraid was...

2. If | were transported to a magical
land, | would...

3. If my friend was a talking animal...
4. If | had a magical mirror...
5. | think beauty is...

Intermediate Level

In this fairy tale, as well as others, very often behind an
unattractive outward appearance is a very lovely person.

This can happen in real life too.

Sometimes people are afflicted with a disfiguring
disease, such as in the film The Elephant Man.

1. Students will most likely have heard the phrase that
"beauty is only skin deep". Is the way someone looks physically
a good way to predict their personality? Explain why.

2. Many “people may fear what they do not understand”.
Ask yourself what do you fear and why? eg. foods, animals, places, etc




What to Look For Before the show

1. Observe the characters on stage during the performance and make

a mental note of the following in order to later explain what each
communicated to the audience. See if you notice various body language,
walk, hand gestures, facial expressions, etc.

2. Notice the various costumes the characters are wearing.

3. Pay attention to the set and props on the stage.

The set is the scenery and furniture on the stage of a play.

The props are objects used on the stage by actors to further the story
of a theatrical production.

What to Listen For Before the Show

1. Pay attention to the music at different times during the play.
What could the music be communicating to the audience?

2. Listen to the actor's voices. How are they different?
How do they make you feel?

Want to Be An Actor?

Youth Drama Classes - The Sudbury Theatre Centre offers Youth
Drama Classes for ages 8 to 17. For future reference, the classes are
held on Saturdays for ten weeks from September to November.

Don’t be shy! The Discovery Class is for beginners ages 8 to 11, and the
Development Class is for more accomplished students ages12 to 17.

At the end of the sessions, students perform a small production for family
and friends. Check it out at http://www.sudburytheatre.on.ca/learn-act

STC also has Students On Stage for students between grades 4 and 12
who would like to act, they may audition in September for one the
Sudbury Theatre Centre's productions.
http://www.sudburytheatre.on.ca/students-stage

For more information call the STC at 705.674.8381 x.2
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Fairy Tales
“Each fairy tale is a magic mirror which reflects some aspect of our inner
world, and the steps required by our evolution from immaturity to maturity.”
Bruno Bettelheim

Fairy tales are stories often involving some fanciful creature (unreal or
made-up) or extra ordinary adventure (legendary deeds). More modern
fairy tales often have a moral or “lesson” to be learned. Despite being
called “fairy” tales, these stories frequently do not have fairies in them.
Instead, they often have other imaginary animals or people. They began
in the oral tradition, meaning they were stories passed by word of mouth
from generation to generation. Fairy tales can be entertaining to children
or interesting literary study for adults. Regardless of your age, fairy tales
can be delightful.

Characteristics of Fairy Tales

unspecified place
unspecified time (once upon a time, or long, long ago)
often has a girl as main character (protagonist)
archetypal characters (no specific names)
morality (good is rewarded and always wins)
extreme conditions (riches, poverty, beauty)
protagonist leaves home

O magic (supernatural powers)

O a castle

O talking animals

O happily ever after ending

OoOoo0Oo0oogoao

During the Play:

Look for how many fairy tale characteristics apply to the play of Beauty
and the Beast?

If you can find six or more ftraits, then the story is a fairy tale.

Writing Activity: Write your own fairy tale play that includes as many
of the traits listed above as possible. Remember to include dialogue.

Drama Activity: Students can choose one of the fairy tale plays that
they have written, and in small groups, perform it for the class.
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Don’t Be a Beast! Mind Your Manners
Building Background

At one point in the play, the Beast does
not want to eat in front of Belle
because he is embarrassed about the
way he eats.

Below are some helpful etiquette tips
for you, so you won'’t be a beast when
you eat.

&LOVES OFF
AT THE TABLE
PLEASE |

THEY'RE NOT
GLOVES, THEY'RE

o3

Etiquette Tips ;

for the Dinner Table et aSapen e
CoGTEmSRSEnT

v Make introductions so that everyone

is comfortable.

v Guests are always served first.

v Make sure everyone is included in the conversation.

v Sit up straight. This also helps with digestion.

v’ Place napkins on your lap.

v’ Be courteous by passing dishes and that \ the other person has a firm hold
on the dish.

v It is always polite to ask to be excused from the table when you are finished.

v’ Be sure to thank your host for their hard work in preparing the meal.

Discussion:

Beauty is defined as the qualities in a person or thing that gives pleasure to the
senses or mind. http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/beauty

1. What comes to mind when you hear the word beauty? Explain why?
2. Define “beauty” in your own words.

During the Play, Think About :

1. When does Belle see “the man behind the monster”

2. What qualities does Belle see when she looks at the Beast?



http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/beauty

OKay, That is an Ugly Dog!

Hairless Pooch Wins Ugly Dog Contest
No surprise, that this 14-year old Chinese Crested pedigree won the
Sonoma- Marin Fair contest three years in a row. His proud owner said,
even the judges took a step back when they saw his dog named Sam.

Aoy
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The Chinese Crested is a tiny dog that has no hair, except for a small tuft
on the top of his head. The wrinkled brown skin has splotches, he has

warts on his nose, his blind eyes are a cloudy white, and his teeth could
use braces.

Discuss the phrase, “Beauty is in the eye of the beholder”
with regards to the Chinese Crested dog.

Can you think of other situations where this phrase would apply?
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Post - Show Activities

Writing a Personal Letter

Dear (Who was your favourite character?)

My name is and | am in grade

at (school's name).

| saw you on stage in Beauty and the Beast at the Sudbury Theatre Centre.

My favourite part of the play was (Discuss the set, music, costumes, etc.)

| really liked your character because

| thought the play was (How did the play make you feel and explain why?)

Yours truly,
(Sign your name below)
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Writing Activity
Concrete Poetry:

A concrete poem or shape
poem, is a poem that is written
so the words are arranged in a
pattern that suits the subject.

The butterfly poem is an
example of a shape poem.

The rose is important in the
story of Beauty and the Beast.
Use the rose below and write
your own poem

Byl caglen
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After the Play

Drama Discussion Guide:

1. Describe how one of the characters you observed moved on the stage.
Or you can re-enact the character in the classroom.

2. Demonstrate a gesture or movement done by one of the actors on
stage. What was the actor trying to say through movement?

3. Describe one of the actor's voices.
Is there a particular word or phrase that you remember? Why?

4. Describe the music that you heard during the play.

5. What does the music tell you about the characters, the action or the
scene?

6. What emotion did the music make you feel?

7. Describe one costume you remember best.
Why is that costume memorable?

8. Describe the sets in the play. How many were there?
9. What was your reaction when you first saw the set?
10. What did the set tell about the play?

11. How did they change from one location to another?

12. Name a prop that you saw during the show.
How was it used to help tell the story?

If you could ask a character one question, what would it be?
Explain why?

You can send your letters to:
Sudbury Theatre Centre, 170 Shaughnessy Street, Sudbury, ON,
P3E 4P8 or email: education@sudburytheatre.on.ca

\ STC would love to hear from youl!
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Act It Out!

Primary/Junior - Monologue
A monologue is the prolonged talk of a single speaker.

Choose one of the characters in the play, (Belle, the Beast, the merchant,
Joquil, etc.). While facing the classroom, make believe you are looking in a
mirror, (you could also have an empty picture frame as a prop for students to
look through). Pretend you are the character chosen by using different facial
expressions, body gestures, and also a few words to indicate who you are
portraying.

Have the class guess who is the character, what are feelings the being
dramatized, and/or from which scene?

Intermediate - Rant!
A rant is a wild uninterrupted speech by a person.
The person is usually upset and speaking his or her thoughts out loud.

Think of a character from the play, and create a rant for that character.

In Beauty and the Beast, there are several characters that may have a reason
to be upset about something.

Begin your rant with "What makes me upset is..."

Then have the classmates guess which character is being portrayed.

Tableau
A tableau is the representation of a scene by silent and motionless
participants.

Primary/Junior - Students are placed in small groups, and pose to represent
one scene from the play.

Intermediate - Students are placed in small groups, and create movement
between three tableaus to represent a theme from the play.

Origins of Theatre

http://Iwww.cwu.edu/~robinsos/ppages/resources/Theatre_History/Theahis_1.html
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Literary Devices and Elements

Discuss some examples of literary devices and elements that students may be
able to identify from the play.

Anthropomorphism: Where animals or inanimate objects are portrayed in a
story as people, such as; talking.

Climax: The dramatic high or turning point of a story.

Conflict: A struggle between two people or things, and is
the driving force of a story.

Foreshadowing: Where future events in a story, are
suggested before they happen.

Mood: The emotional feelings created in the audience.
Protagonist: The main character in a story.
Symbolism: A real object used to represent an idea.

Theme: The main idea or message conveyed by the author.

Themes in Beauty and the Beast

Definition: A theme can also be described as a “life lesson” to be learned.

One of the themes of Beauty and the Beast is that things aren’t always as they
seem; in other words, one should not be deceived by appearances as beauty
lies within. One must try to look past what the eye can see, and look inside the
other person where his/her personality can be found. The beast seems
hideous on the outside, but soon discover that he is kind hearted.

Other themes include: Power of love, Family sacrifice, Humility, Prejudice.

Discussion: Can you think of other life lessons learned from the play?
Can you think of other fairy tales with similar themes as the play?
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Literary Devices and Elements

Contrast is another literary device which means to compare so as to find
differences. List the differences between the following in the chart below.

l. As the Beast sees himself,
and as others see him.

I. As Beauty sees the Beast

lI. Beauty

[I. Beauty’s sister Jonquil

lll. The Sudbury Theatre stage
version of Beauty and the Beast

IV. Live Theatre

[ll. The Disney movie version of
Beauty and the Beast

IV. Television
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Sequencing Events

Directions: Cut the sentences below and place them in the correct order in
which they happened in the play, or you can number them in the right order.

The Beast threatens Blotti the merchant.

Beauty agrees to marry the Beast.

Beauty leaves her father.

The merchant got lost.

Beauty returns to the Beast.

Beauty does not want to marry the Beast.

Beauty looks after her sick father.

The merchant takes the rose.
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A few reminders about theatre etiquette so we can all be considerate audience
members.

Theatre Etiquette:

\.

1. Arrive to the theatre a little early. Remember to visit the restroom before
the performance begins.

2. At the performance, remember that the actors love to hear laughter when
they say or do something funny, but please no talking, whispering, singing or
humming during the performance.

3. Food or drink are not allowed in the theatre as it is distracting to the
performers and your neighbour; chewing gum isn’t polite either. If you need a
cough drop, try not to make noise with the wrapper.

4. For the actors safety, do not use cameras or recording devices during the
performance. Please remember to “power off” your cell phones, and so
texting is a “no-no” as well!

5. Please remain in your seat during the performance. Your feet should be on
the floor so as not to disturb the person in front of you.

6. Actors love to hear applause! Show your appreciation by clapping at

appropriate times such as Intermission, and at the end of the play; but please
no whistling or shouting.
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Answer Page:

Page 9 - Something to Think About During the Play

When does Belle see “the man behind the monster”?
Belle immediately recognizes the man behind the monster, and also when she

describes the monster to Rougi.

What does Belle see when she looks at the Beast?
Beauty sees the Beast’s sweetness of spirit, a noble, strong and powerful lord.

Page 13 - Themes in Beauty and the Beast

Other “life lessons” learned from the play are;

- True beauty is found within.
- Don’t judge a book by its cover.

- It's okay to be different.
- Beauty is only skin deep.

Other fairy tales with a similar theme; The Ugly Duckling, Cinderella

Page 14 - Literary Devices and Elements; Contrast Chart

. The Beast sees himself as a

beast, “ugly as sin”, and is

horrified by his own appearance.

I. Beauty sees the Beast's
sweetness of spirit, as noble,
strong and a powerful lord.

lI. Beauty is loving, thoughtful,
unselfish, courageous, beautiful
inside and outside.

II. Jonquil is selfish, shallow,
vain, greedy, foolish, and
beautiful only on the outside.

lll. Followed the story acurately.

lll. No talking objects, eg.
Lumiere, not a musical, etc.

Page 15 - Sequencing

3. The Beast threatens the
merchant.

7. Beauty returns to the Beast.

8. Beauty agrees to marry the
Beast.

5. Beauty does not want to
marry.

4. Beauty leaves her father.

6. Beauty looks after her sick
father.

1. The merchant Blotti got lost.

2. The merchant takes the rose.
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