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By Flip Kohler and Cindy Marcus
Synopsis of the Play

Brothers Jake and Will Grimm end up in a fight because they can’t agree on a script. As a
result pages are exchanged, plots are mixed up...Now it's a disaster! Jake likes blood and
guts, and Will likes happy endings. The problem? The school principal is coming to see the
show in less than half an hour! The new storyline now has Hansel and Jorinda on their way
to meet the stage mother and her two evil step daughters. At the same time, Rapunzel, who
now has a less important part to play, wants her son, Prince Charming (played by a guy with
an ltalian accent and has “family” connections), to go to the Gingerbread Castle for a ball to
meet the love of his life, the evil witch Cinderella. With name-calling, accusations, and lots of
“I quits”, the entire show is in shambles just as the principal arrives.

Can a school drama class still impress the Principal when the Playwrights are still working on
the script? The Producers are a nervous mess, since the cast of Grimms characters are
arguing about who will play the leads. Has time run out for the Drama Department or can
they pull off a miracle and be happy ever after?

The Brothers Grimm

Jacob and Wilhelm Grimm, (known as Jake and Will in the play), were
born in Germany in 1784 and 1786, and were two of nine siblings.
Both boys were privileged in that they completed secondary school
e and went on to university. This level of education was quite an

.  accomplishment for that time period. It was during their time at
1L university that the brothers became interested in German Folk Tales (a
of il _ story passed down by the oral tradition from generation to generation).

& & The Brothers Grimm did not write the famous fairy tales, but simply

began to collect these often cruel tales to form a collection of 200
stories. This accidental compilation became known as Grimm’s Fairy
Tales and continues to be read today. Some of the of the more
familiar tales are Cinderella, Hansel and Gretel, and Rapunzel. All of
the folk tales teach a moral or a lesson in life.
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Pre-Show Activities

What is Theatre?
Theatre makes a story come alive in the form of a play.
The play can be happy or sad, a mystery or a musical, and much more.
The theatre is an art which requires a lot of people with various talents.
People who do theatre, do it to entertain, communicate and educate.

Who’s Behind the Scenes?

The Playwright is the person who takes a story idea, and writes it as a
script (a play using dialogue).

The Director coordinates the artistic elements of the play. The Director
interprets the script, directs the stage movements and coaches the
actors’ actions.

The Stage Manager coordinates all the elements that are involved in the production of the
play. The Stage Manager makes sure that communication is clear and that everyone is doing
his/her job during rehearsals.

The Actors perform on stage and bring the characters in the script to life.

The Set Designer does research and designs the scenery for the play.

The Costume Designer creates the wardrobe for the different characters in the play.

The Sound Designer chooses the sound effects to stir emotions and make the play realistic.
The Lighting Designer uses light, and colour to create the right mood for the play.

The Running Crew are backstage, shift scenery and help the actors with their costumes.

The Publicist advertises the play to attract an audience.

Would You Like a Career in Theatre?
Learn more about the theatre and the people who do theatre at:
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theatre

Did you know...

Theatre can be performed in many places. It can be performed inside a
theatre building on a stage, in a garage, in a home, or outside on the
street, in a park, or almost anywhere!

Enjoy your theatre experience at STC!
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theatre

Who is Performing in The Brothers Grimm: Out of Order?

The cast of The Brothers Grimm: Out of Order is made up of eighteen students from
sixteen local elementary and secondary. Seven high schools are represented by the cast as
well as nine elementary.

The students auditioned for the Sudbury Theatre Centre’s Students on Stage program
in September and have been meeting twice a week since then on Sundays and Mondays.
They have been rehearsing the show and learning a great deal about stage craft.

How do Students Become Part of Students on Stage?

Annually, in August, after advertising in local media, the Sudbury Theatre Centre holds
auditions for students (roughly) from Grades 4 - 12. Students must have had other theatre or
workshop experience in order to audition. Auditions are held in small groups and require pre-
registration. There is a course fee for Students on Stage which is $230.00

In 2011 and 2012, directors of the program are Amber Hicks and Bill Sanders, both of
whom have decades of theatre experience. A team of approximately 8 - 10 adults work with
the students in the program.




Interview With the Playwrighters of The Brothers Grimm: Out of Order

il Flip Kobler and his wife/partner Cindy Marcus have been writing together
% as a team since 1987. They spent five of those years on staff at Disney.

L 1| What challenges do you face while developing the script?
"0 “The first major challenge is getting it down to a single set... you want

W | theaters across the country to do it, [and] You do not want to give them

I any reason to say no. So, multiple sets are very cost prohibitive. Difficult
staging, expensive props or costumes —all things we consider. Another
. aspect is casting.” The number of characters is also kept to a minimum
to keep down expenses.

Do you ever change anything during rehearsals?

The scripts do change when rehearsals begin. “On the one hand, we’re making the play
better, tighter and honing characters, plots and themes. On the other hand, it's new pages,
new dialogue [the actors] have to constantly learn. That’s the glory and pain of theatre.”

What is your favourite aspect of writing for the stage?

Flip: “My favourite part is direct access to your audience. You get to hear their laughter,
gasps, applause, and yes, yawns and moans. But it’s alive. It breathes... So | love the real
time reaction.”

Cindy: “I gotta agree with Flip here. Working with [the] actors. They are a very, very talented
bunch. And passionate about their craft.”

During the Play ...

Think of a question or comment about the play and you contact the Playwrighters at:
http://www.pioneerdrama.com/SearchDetail.asp?PC=BROTHERSGR

Junior / Intermediate ~ Cryptogram Puzzle
The letters are “out of order”, so for each letter below the dotted line of the puzzle, replace
it with its corresponding letter in the boxes. Two boxes and two blanks are filled in for you.

A|B|C|IDIE|F|G|H]|I [J|K|ILIM|N|O|P|QIR|S|T|U|V|WX|Y]|Z



http://ww.pioneerdrama.com/Search

What to Look For During the Show

1. Observe the characters on stage during the performance, and make a mental note of the
following in order to later explain what each communicated to the audience.
How did the character walk? Did he or she use any hand gestures? Did he or she make

any facial expressions? What did his/her body language tell you?

2. Notice the various costumes the characters are wearing.

Did you know...

Costumes and makeup make a BIG first impression on the
audience about a character. The wardrobe will help the audience
to understand a character’s age, if he/she is rich or poor, or the
occupation just by the way the actor is dressed.

3. Pay attention to the set. The set is the scenery and furniture on the

stage of a play. How many different sets are used?

4. Look for what props are used on the set. Props are objects used on the stage by actors

to further the story of a theatrical production.

Did you know...

Props is short for “properties”. Props are needed to decorate
the stage and to be used by actors onstage. Some props are
made; some are bought; some are borrowed; and some are
rented. Most theatres have their own properties they keep in

storage and use over and over.

What to Listen For During the Show

1. Pay attention to the music at different times during the play.
What mood is the music communicating to the audience?

2. Listen to the actor’s voices. How are they different? How do they make you feel?

Fairy Tale Word Wall & Charades

Word Wall in your classroom.

Just print, cut and post these fairy tale words with pictures to create a beautiful

*** Then have students play charades to guess which word they are acting out. ***
http://www.abcteach.com/free/f/fairy tale words.pdg



http://www.abcteach.com/free/f/fairy_tale_words.pdg

You Too Can Be a Playwright!

You walk deep into myth, into mystery.
You see a locked chest and a key.
You open the lid and find
the ultimate treasure.
Imagination.

Junior/Intermediate Writing /Drama Activity: Write a Fairy Tale Script ~ Then Act It Out!

Choose from each of the following categories to get your story started and write your own
fairy tale in the form of a script. Remember to include lots of dialogue between characters.

Place: village, castle, forest, garden, cave, tower, a land far far away, cottage, island.

Time: at sunset, at sunrise, during winter, a long long time ago, before you were born, late
one night, at midnight.

Characters: a poor woman, a beautiful girl, a clever boy, an old woman, a blacksmith,
a farmer, a dog, a goblin, a faerie, a princess, a good queen, a troll, a unicorn, a dragon.

Problem: a witch, a wolf, an evil step-mother, old wizard, an elf, storm, robbers, giant ogre.

Solution: a prince, a wise king, a fairy godmother, aliens, a mermaid, a leprechaun, knight.

Getting Started... http://wiki.answers.com/Q/What are the characteristics of a fairy tale

Categories

Your Choice.

Now add describing words, details or dialogue.

Place

Time

Characters

Problem

Solution

Fairy Tale Script Rubric at:
Fairy Tale Acting Rubric at:
Read over 200 Grimms classic fairy tales (download or read online) at:

http://hrsbstaff.ednet.ns.ca/afergus/script writing rubric.htm

http://dramainside.net/acting scoring rubric.htm

http://www.familymanagement.com/literacy/grimms/grim ms-toc.html
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http://wiki.answers.com/Q/What

Play Vocabulary

During the play: Listen for who says these vocabulary words during the performance.

1. Epitaph - An inscription on a tombstone in memory of the one buried there.

2. Quashed - To declare invalid.

3. Quentin Tarantino - An actor and director in films.

4. Stoked or jazzed - Feeling excited.

5. Ragamuffin - A shabbily clothed child.

6. Capice - Slang for ‘do you understand’.

7. Perpetuating - To continue indefinitely

8. Polygamist - Someone who is married to two or more people.

9. Freeloaders - Someone who takes advantage of other’s generosity.

After the play: See if you can remember the character who says the vocabulary word above.
Then choose from the box below and write his/her name beside the vocabulary word.

Joringel, Jorinda, Prince Charming, Producer, Jake, Stage Mother, Marsha, Hansel,
Gretel, Rapunzel (There is one extra answer).

If out of chaos comes order, then what comes out of “out of order”?
There are several meanings for “out of order”...
1. Something is not functioning properly. e.g. The elevator is always out of order.
2. Something is inappropriate. e.g. | suppose my comments about his tie were out of order.
3. Something is not in the normal sequence. e.g. My number cards are out of order again.
Which definition applies to the title of the Brothers Grimm play?
Where else have you heard or seen the phrase “out of order” used?




After the Play

Go Ahead ~ Make a Scene!

The set you saw in the stage production of The Brothers Grimm: Out of Order was designed
and painted by a Scenic Designer. The scenic designer must think of the following questions:

~ Is the play inside, outside or both?

~ Where is the action taking place; a castle, home, or garden?

~ Do the actors need to enter and exit?

~ Do you need large open spaces because there will be a lot of physical movement?
~ Will there need to be more than one set for scene changes?

~ What is the mood of the story; happy or sad, frightening or inviting?

You can be a Scenic Artist and Designer!

Choose your favourite Grimm fairy tale, and keeping the questions above in mind, draw the
set design for the story. (Little Red Riding Hood, Cinderella, Snow White, Rapunzel, etc.)

Primary/ Junior - Draw an elevation design to show how the scenery will look to the
audience.

Intermediate - Make a scenic model of the set to see how it will look 3-dimensionally.

Learn more about the parts of the stage and what goes on behind the scenes at:
http://www.radacadabra.org/cn/stage/parts_of the_ stage.php

Did you know...

Paint can trick the eye? The people who paint the sets for plays use several visual effects
to make backdrop look like something else. The way cardboard or a wood panel is painted
can trick the audience into thinking it looks like bricks, a garden, a city street, and lots more.

P Did you know... An actor’s underwear is important!

A1 If you think “Who cares about an actor’'s underwear?”

“ Think again!

An actor’s underwear can affect the look of what he or she is wearing.

To get the small waist of an 18" century character, the actor has to wear a



http://www.radacadabra.org/cn/stage/parts_of_the_stage.php

Go Ahead ~ Make a Scene!
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After the Play

Drama Discussion Guide:
1. Describe how one of the characters you observed moved on the stage.
Or you can re-enact the character in the classroom.

2. Demonstrate a gesture or movement done by one of the actors on stage.
What was the actor trying to say through movement?

3. Describe one of the actor's voices.
Is there a particular word or phrase that you remember? Why?

4. Describe the music that you heard during the play.

5. What does the music tell you about the characters, the action or the scene?

6. What emotion did the music make you feel?

7. Describe one costume you remember best.
Why is that costume memorable?

8. Describe the sets in the play. How many were there?

9. What was your reaction when you first saw the set?

10. What did the set tell about the play?

11. How did they change from one location to another?

12. Name a prop that you saw during the show.
How was it used to help tell the story?

If you could ask a character one question, what would it be? Explain why.

If you could ask the director one question, what would it be? Explain why.
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Order! Order! ~Who'’s line is it anyway?

Match the correct character with the quotation from the play.

1. Stage Mother a. “I dreamed about you all night, made pancakes in little you-
shapes”

2. Gretel b. “Let down my hair. Where’s my hair?”

3. Joringel c. “I make a few phone calls —bada-bing bada-boom —problem
solved.”

4. Prince Charming d. “No. You can’t go to the ball...Only the beautiful stepsisters get

to go to the ball.”

5. Will e. “Something works for me, | stick with it. Once upon a time.”
6. Rapunzel f. “I think Cinderella should have a song. Sing for them,
sweetheart.”
Did you know...

Why do people say “break a leg” to actors before they go on stage?

It's actually theatre talk to wish an actor “Good Luck!”, even though it sounds like
a curse.

Perhaps the origins of this expression came from the idea that a broken leg is
bent, the same as when an actor is bowing to an audience while receiving
applause for a performance. So doing a lot of bowing would mean an actor is
getting a lot of applause, and actors love applause!

Fairy Tale Alliterations, Similes and Acrostic Poetry

Free downloadable worksheets are available at:
http://www.abcteach.com/free/p/poetryprompts fairytale.pdf
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Creative Dance Activity ~ Intuitive Expression

Choose a piece of music that has something to do with a fairy tale and have students
choreograph a creative dance to all or part of the piece. The dance should be at least one
minute in length.

Some possible music suggestions are:

1. Taylor Swift ~ Today Was a Fairy Tale
http://www.directlyrics.com/taylor-swift-today-was-a-fairytale-lyrics.html

2. Frank Sinatra ~ Young at Heart
http://www.lyricsfreak.com/f/frank+sinatra/young+at+heart 20055277.html

3. Tchaikovski ~ Sleeping Beauty

Did you know... that fairy tale can also mean “far fetched” or a “tall tale”. These stories
carry “cultural information about the time and place the story was told”. People enjoy stories
where the theme of truth, love, mercy and kindness are the greatest powers on earth.

Comedy ~ One Type of Drama

There are many types of drama. The laughing and weeping masks that are the symbol for
drama represent comedy and tragedy. The play The Brothers Grimm: Out of Order falls under
the category of comedy. This usually refers to plays that are humorous and have happy
endings. The intent is to make people laugh.

There are many styles of comedy in theatre. One of those styles is a farce.
Farce is a sub-section of comedy and is recognizable through its exaggerated
characters and situations (excessive or overdone). The characters are usually
one-dimensional (never seem to learn or change), and often display stereo-
typical behaviour (cliched or predictable). Farces often involve mistaken
identities (misguided belief), physical comedy (stunts; using the body for
humour), and plot twists (surprising events) .

Picture of Charlie Chaplin best known for his physical “slapstick” comedy.

Class Discussion

As a class, recall the humorous events from the play The Brothers Grimm: Out of Order.
Discuss what was funny during the play? What made you laugh?

Can any of the events discussed be categorized under one of the traits for farce listed above?
Explain why the event should fall under that particular trait.
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You Too Can Be An Actor ~ Join STC’s Drama Classes!

The Sudbury Theatre Centre offers Youth Drama Classes for ages 8 to 17.

For future reference, the classes are held on Saturdays for ten weeks. Three sessions are
offered throughout the year for your convenience. The first session is at the beginning of
September, the second in January and the third in March.

Don’t be shy!

The Discovery Class is for beginners ages 8 to 11, and the Development Class is for more
accomplished students ages 12 to 17.

At the end of the sessions, students perform a small production for family and friends.
Check it out at http://www.sudburytheatre.onca/learn-act

For more information call STC at 705.674.8381 ext. 21
or visit http://sudburytheatre.on.ca/students-stage

STC would love to hear from you!
You can send your letters or drawings to:
\ Sudbury Theatre Centre, 170 Shaughnessy Street,
Sudbury, ON, P3E 4P8

or email: education@sudburytheatre.on.ca
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Theatre Etiguette

A few reminders about theatre etiquette so we can all be considerate audience members.

1. Arrive to the theatre a little early. Remember to visit the restroom before the performance
begins.

2. At the performance, remember that the actors love to hear laughter when they say or do
something funny, but please no talking, whispering, singing or humming during the
performance.

3. Food or drink are not allowed in the theatre as it is distracting to the performers and your
neighbour; chewing gum isn’t polite either. If you need a cough drop, try not to make noise
with the wrapper.

4. For the actors safety, do not use cameras or recording devices during the performance.
Please remember to “power off” your cell phones, and so texting is a “no-no” as well!

5. Please remain in your seat during the performance. Your feet should be on the floor so as
not to disturb the person in front of you.

6. Actors love to hear applause! Show your appreciation by clapping at appropriate times
such as Intermission, and at the end of the play; but please no whistling or shouting.

Did you know...It is darkly ironic that, the fairy tale writers the Brothers Grimm, wrote about
wicked stepmothers and evil queens because the word “grim” can also mean a character
who is sinister.
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Answers

Cryptogram Puzzle page 4 - The Brothers Grimm Out of Order
Play Vocabulary page 7

1. Producer, 2. Joringel, 3. Jake, 4. Jorinda, 5. Stage Mother, 6. Prince Charming, 7. Marsha,
8. Hansel, 9. Rapunzel Extra: Gretel

Definition #3 applies to the play The Brothers Grimm: Out of Order
The phrase “out of order” can be seen on washrooms, telephones and heard in courtrooms.
Order! Order! - Matching page 11~ 1.f, 2.a, 3.d, 4.¢c, 5.e, 6.b
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